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METAL HALIDE LIGHTING
Advancements in HID technology have improved efficiency 
and color stability; some metal halides are now dimmable as 
well. Replacement or retrofit of mercury vapor, probe start 
metal halide or high pressure sodium fixtures with either 
pulse-start metal halide or ceramic metal halide will reduce 
energy use and is eligible for incentives from ComEd’s 
Smart Ideas for Your Business program.

FLUORESCENT LIGHTING
New T8 or T5 linear fluorescent fixtures offer high 
efficacy, very good color rendering, long life, good light 
quality and generally few operational limitations for most 
indoor parking applications. They can be used with 
occupancy sensors and other controls to improve 
efficiency even further, and overall are the most 
economical source of commercial parking garage lighting. 
Smart Ideas incentives can help you upgrade your 
existing high-bay or low-bay fluorescent lighting to more 
efficient T8/T5 fluorescent fixtures.

Safety comes first when it comes to lighting for parking 
garages and parking lots. Drivers need to be able to see 
where they are going and judge distances accurately. 
Pedestrians need to be able to recognize people and 
identify vehicles, as well as feel comfortable that there 
are no dangers hidden in “dark corners.” 

The most common lamps used for outdoor and garage 
lighting are high-intensity discharge (HID) sources, 
especially high-pressure sodium and metal halide. 
Because this type of lighting is typically not suitable for 
dimming or frequent on-off switching, outdoor lights are 
often left on all night, even when the parking lot or 
garage is mostly or completely empty. Fortunately, there 
are many control-friendly, energy-efficient fluorescent, 
induction and LED lighting options available. ComEd’s 
Smart Ideas for Your Business® program offers cash 
incentives to help you replace or retrofit your less 
efficient outdoor lighting with more efficient alternatives.

LED LIGHTING
LED lamps and fixtures are an increasingly popular 
option for reducing electrical consumption. They offer 
several potential advantages over metal halide and 
high-pressure sodium lighting. LEDs come on instantly, 
without run-up time or restrike delay. The directional 
light emission of LEDs reduces light trespass and 
“skyglow.” Above all, LEDs are not affected by cold 
environments—in fact, they perform better in cold 
environments. This feature can make them ideal for 
lighting outdoor parking lots and unheated garages. 

ComEd’s Smart Ideas program offers incentives for  
LED fixtures that replace or retrofit an HID pole or 
arm-mounted parking lot fixture or a walkway, landscape 
or other decorative fixture. Incentives also are available 
for LED parking garage fixtures, canopy fixtures, 
wall-mounted fixtures and bollards that replace/retrofit 
an HID fixture. To qualify for an incentive, LED fixtures 
must be on the DesignLights Consortium (DLC) Qualified 
Products List, available at www.designlights.org.

FACT SHEET

http://www.comed.com/Bizincentives
http://www.designlights.org


Smart Ideas® is funded by ComEd customers in compliance with Illinois Public act 95-0481.
© Commonwealth Edison Company, 2012

INDUCTION LIGHTING 
High-wattage induction lighting offers long life and can 
be a good choice anywhere that relamping and 
maintenance are difficult or hazardous, such as parking 
garages and exterior pedestrian areas. Because they lack 
electrodes and filaments, induction fixtures are vibration 
resistant and do not flicker when they power on. They 
also are highly resistant to cold temperatures. Induction 
lights’ short ignition time makes them well-suited for 
security lighting systems and other sensor-controlled 
systems. Smart Ideas incentives can help you replace or 
retrofit your company’s existing incandescent, mercury 
vapor, T12 high output and very high output fluorescent, 
standard metal halide or high pressure sodium fixtures 
with induction fixtures.

SENSORS AND CONTROLS
Lighting controls, such as photocells and timers, are 
relatively simple to install and can make a big difference 
in energy usage. They also are eligible for incentives from 
ComEd’s Smart Ideas for Your Business program.

For areas where code requires lighting 24 hours a day, 
such as stairwells, halls and garages, bi-level fixtures 
with intelligent controls switch between high and low 

light levels based on the presence of vehicle or pedestrian 
traffic. Each fixture maintains a low light level when the 
space is unoccupied and quickly switches to full light 
output when occupancy is detected. Smart Ideas offers 
incentives for fluorescent bi-level stairwell/hall/garage 
fixtures and for replacement of HID fixtures with sensor-
controlled pulse-start metal halide, induction or LED 
bi-level or dimming fixtures.

OUTDOOR SIGNAGE
Outdoor signage is sometimes overlooked as a source of 
energy savings. With their low profile, lower energy 
consumption, good performance in cold environments and 
impact resistance, LEDs are well suited to signage. Smart 
Ideas for Your Business offers incentives for replacing 
incandescent, neon and other low-efficiency channel 
letters with LED channel letters in outdoor signage.

CONTACT US
For more information about Smart Ideas for Your 
Business, including applications and incentive amounts, 
visit www.ComEd.com/BizIncentives. You can also 
reach us by phone at 888-806-2273 or email us at 
SmartIdeasBiz@ComEd.com.
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